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into sanjaks, then into kazas and the kaza into nahies.
The tendency under the present system is toward the
simplification of this arrangement. The vilayet still
stands as the important administrative division and is
governed by the vali who is the representative of the
National Assembly. The vilayet has an elected council
of its own which deals with all important local affairs.
This council chooses from among its members a presi-
dent and an administrative committee. This president
is the executive chief. Executive power in the vilayet
belongs to this committee which sits continuously. The
vali interferes in the administration of the vilayet only
in the case of conflict between national and local affairs.
The sanjak no longer plays any part of importance as an
administrative unit. In fact, it is not mentioned in the
new Constitution of Turkey. The nahie or commune is
now the significant subdivision in the provincial system,
being in great part self-governing and having a council
chosen from its own community in control of all matters
not reserved to the State. The kaza is merely a grouping
of nahies for purposes of administration. This scheme
of provincial administration is excellent in that it com-
bines a strong executive such as the vali with an elaborate
system of popular representation in the local assemblies.
There is thus furnished an elastic and democratic method
for receiving the support of the local communities and
for educating the people in lessons of self-government.
The whole tendency of the new government is toward
decentralization in the provincial system.
Perhaps the most dramatic change made by the na-
tionalist government has been the shifting of its location
from Constantinople, that center of intrigue and foreign
domination, to Angora, a dirty, uncomfortable provincial
town. This is a clever move on the part of the Mustafa
Kemal Pasha to isolate his new government. Angora
possesses no charm; it has all the squalor and ineon-

